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1. Where exactly is the University of Strathclyde?

In Glasgow, Scotland. Strathclyde Business School is one of the 4 faculties of the
University of Strathclyde which was founded in 1796. A Royal Charter University,
Strathclyde is the third largest University in Scotland, and the largest centre of
postgraduate education in the UK. The vision statement of the University is “The Place
of Useful Learning” which it adopted at its founding in 1796.

In December 2012, the University of Strathclyde was named the UK University of the
Year 2012/2013 at the Times Higher Education (THE) Awards. The Awards judges
described Strathclyde as a “bold, imaginative and innovativeinstitution” and praised
the University for its links with business and industry, and commitment to making an
impact on the global economy. At the 2013 Awards, Strathclyde was named as the
Entrepreneurial University of the year 2013/14, in recognition of the outstanding
culture of entrepreneurship fostered at the University through education, research,
mentoring and partnership programmes.

In December 2019, the University of Strathclyde was named the UK University of
the Year 2019/2020 at the Times Higher Education (THE) Awards for the second
time again!! It is the first time a University has been deemed an award twice in a row.
The award is testament to our mission as 'the place of useful learning' and our work
withbusiness, industry and government to make a positive impact on local and global
communities.

In November 2016, Strathclyde achieved a rare third THE award, and was awarded UK
Business School of the Year 2016 in recognition of its “outstanding overall
performance and its innovative and entrepreneurial outlook”.

Strathclyde Business School is one of the oldest, largest and most respected Business
Schools in the UK. It has been consistently ranked in the top 10 Business Schools in the
UK in terms of both research and teaching quality, and is known for its innovation in
business & management education, being the first UK Business School to offer a:

One-year Full-time MBA programme (1966)
Part-time MBA programme in the UK (1976)

Flexible Learning MBA in the UK (1983)
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International Part-time MBA programmes in International Centres (1988)

2. What is the Strathclyde International Part-time MSc Strategic Financial
Technology (MSc Strategic FinTech)?
The Strathclyde ‘International Part-time MSc Strategic FinTech’ is a 180 credit, two year
duration, part-time, taught programme. With the exception of the mode of study, the
International part-time MSc FinTech in the Kingdom of Bahrain is in all respects,
identical to other programmes offered on a full-time basis in the UK; the entry criteria,
programme content and assessment, books and core learning materials are the same, and
itis taught by the same Strathclyde academics who teach in Glasgow.

3. Is the MSc Strategic FinTech programme accredited?
YES. SStrathclyde is one of 128 (September, 2023) of the 13,670 schools in the
worldoffering business degree programs worldwide, to hold the most sought-after
international accreditation from the three worldwide industry hallmarks of excellence -
AMBA, EQUIS and AACSB.
The Strathclyde MSc Strategic Fintech is also accredited by the Higher Education
Council- Bahrain

4. When was the MSc Strategic FinTech launched in Bahrain?
In 2020 at the BIBF (Bahrain Institute of Banking & Finance); The programme was
the first of its kind in the region, the programme was initially launched as the Master of
Science in Financial Technology, in April 2021, the programme was relaunched as an
MSc Strategic Fintech incorporating experiential learning and practical to business
approaches.

5. How many subjects are there on the MSc Strategic FinTech programme?
The programme comprises of modules including

Term 1

Exploring the Future of FinTech (5 credits)
This class runs through all the four terms of the programme.

Through expert speakers, cases, examples and industrial visits, exploring the trends and
future directions of FinTech (technological, commercial, regulatory etc.), identifying
organisational and managerial implications
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Leading Digital Transformation in a Finance Context (20 credits)
How to lead people and teams in the change and innovation efforts required to implement
digital transformation in a finance context (industrial, organisational, functional).

Mastering Evolving Digital Technologies (20 credits)
Aim to achieve digital literacy in topics such as:

e Cloud

o Software as a service (SaaS)
o Big data

e Analytics

e Machine learning

¢ Robotics

o Artificial intelligence
¢ Internet of things

e Blockchain

o Cybersecurity

Term 2

Exploring the Future of FinTech (5 credits)
This class runs through all the terms of the programme.

Through expert speakers, cases, examples and industrial visits, exploring the trends and
future directions of FinTech (technological, commercial, regulatory etc.), identifying
organisational and managerial implications

Global Developments in FinTech (20 credits)

Examining institutional level change; global and regional examples, Macroeconomics and
implications for organisations; cover off finance fundamentals, and the scope of FinTech
developments; potential, risks and ethics of digital disruption in a finance context.

Transforming Customer Experience through Financial Technologies (20 credits)
Developing marketing insights and user experience design based on creative applications
of financial technologies; maximising upside of fintech.
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Term 3

Exploring the Future of FinTech (10 credits)
This class runs through all the terms of the programme.

Through expert speakers, cases, examples and industrial visits, exploring the trends and
future directions of FinTech (technological, commercial, regulatory etc.), identifying
organisational and managerial implications.

Economic & Regulatory Policies for Fintech (20 credits)
o Exploration of economic policies and regulatory frameworks relating to fintech in
different global jurisdictions

e Building an understanding of effective organisational responses

e Examining the ethics of fintech at an industrial/institutional level

Fintech Strategy & Business Model Innovation (20 credits)

A combination of scenarios, analysis and formulation methods for developing and testing
strategies for fintech-led business model innovation & entrepreneurship in the fintech
space.

Term 4

CAPSTONE Fintech Experience - conclusion to the study

Option A - Management Research Thesis

Adopting a "traditional" masters project conclusion, complete a Fintech-related project
scope for a piece of original management research. Include implications for practice.
Assessment based on a thesis output.

(OR)

Option B - Consultancy/ Implementation Project (intrapreneurship)

Scope and lead a significant Fintech project leading to operational costs improvement,
enhanced customer experience or transformed business model within an existing
organisation (not necessarily the student's own organisation). Assessment based on a
project report and final client presentation.
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(OR)

Option C - Business start-up (entrepreneurship)

With support, develop and establish a Fintech or Fintech-related business. This can be in
collaboration with others. Assessment based on relevant business artifacts (business plan,
marketing and finance projects, short and long term strategies, etc.).

6. Are there examinations in the MSc Strategic FinTech programme?

No, there are no Exams in the MSc Strategic Fintech Programme, but each module
consists of an assignment based submission/task which meets the learning outcome of
each module.

7. How is the MSc FinTech programme structured?

The programme is currently structured over 4 semesters, with 2 semesters a year, each
approximately 5% months. The order is shown in the table below:

Semester 1 — April 2027
Exploring the Future of FinTech (5 credits)
Leading Digital Transformation in a Finance Context (20 credits)
Mastering Evolving Digital Technologies (20 credits)

Semester 2 — October 2027

Exploring the Future of FinTech (5 credits)
Global Developments in FinTech (5 credits)
Transforming Customer Experience through Financial Technologies (20 credits)

Semester 3 — April 2028
Exploring the Future of FinTech (5 credits)
Economic & Regulatory Policies for Fintech (20 credits)
Fintech Strategy & Business Model Innovation (20 credits)

Semester 4 — October 2028
CAPSTONE FINTECH PROJECT
Choice of thesis, practical project, or business start-up.
Graduation — June 2029

8. How is the programme delivered in Bahrain?

The MSc Strategic FinTech is a face-to-face taught programme by Strathclyde
academics; it is not an ‘on-line’ or a ‘distance learning’ programme.

All classes are held on weekends and evenings at the BIBF campus and comprise:

Intensive Seminars held on weekends (Fridays & Saturdays from 9:00-18:00)
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conducted on average once a month by Strathclyde academics who fly in
from Scotland;

Tutorial sessions (3 hours) once a week (evenings in the BIBF campus)
conducted by local counsellors, approved and appointed by Strathclyde.

9. How long does it take to complete the programme?

2 years part-time. The programme has been deliberately designed for busy individuals
in full-time employment and studying part-time, however the programme is flexible and
can be completed at an extended duration of time.

10.What are the Entry Requirements for the programme?
In order to apply for the programme, you need to submit the following documents:

o Detailed CV (updated)

o Degree Certificate (Copy)

o Academic Transcripts (Copy)

o Reference (2 nos) preferably from supervisors at work

e |ELTS (or) TOEFL Score Sheet - Alternate English Test at BIBF is available
on request.

o Personal Statement - A personal statement telling us why you wish to study
the MSc Strategic - Fintech. Discuss why your skills, qualities and experience
will allow you to be successfully in completing the course. Discuss what you
hope to do after you graduate with your MSc.

e Photograph

Admission to the MSc In S. Fintech programme is confirmed once all the
paperwork is complete and the Interview is satisfactory.

11.Can | be exempted from the English Language Proficiency test
requirement?

YES, if you have done your previous degree/diploma in a country were the primary
language is English or you are a native speaker of English who has completed your
undergraduate education in an English medium institution in a country where English is
the official language.
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12.What is the cost of the MBA in the Kingdom of Bahrain?
BD 10,000. This is an all-inclusive price which covers the cost of all textbooks and core
learning materials, seminars and workshops, tutorial sessions, library access
(Strathclyde online Library providing access to more than a million articles, journals,
books, and reports), examinations and graduation fees.

There are no additional ‘hidden’ charges on the Strathclyde programme.

13.How do | pay for the programme?
There are two options: a single lump-sum payment or semester instalments (BD 2500
per 4 semesters)

14.How and when do | apply to join the programme?
You may apply to the programme online at:

https://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/postgraduatetaught/strateqgicfintechbahrain/#apply

which will take you to the Business School ‘Apply to PG course’ page.

Select the 'Apply to attend the course April 2027, select the year /intake which you wish
to join and click on the ‘apply’ button. This will take you to the application page to set up
a Pegasus account which will then allow you to apply to the programme and upload the
required documents.

For the MSc Strategic Fintech, there’s only one intake a year in April. We suggest that

you apply as soon as you can to ensure yourself a place on the programme.
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15.Who do | contact for more details on the programme in Bahrain?

Executive Director- Elvin Joseph
Internationalisation and .
Partnerships (MENA) Tel: + 973- 33992779

Email:_elvin.joseph@strath.ac.uk

Programme Manager: Milushka Faria
Tel: +973-39047420
Email: milushka.faria@strath.ac.uk

Programme Coordinator: Khurram Salman
Tel: +973-33334602
Email: khurram.salman@strath.ac.uk
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